Supporting ELLs’ Learning Through Exploration and Inquiry
in the Kindergarten Classroom
Inquiry-Based Learning

Teacher’s Role in Inquiry

+»» Formulate an open-ended question

=7 Why do you think the

/' car rolled so fast?

«Why are you moving so
quickly around the
classroom?

+ How did you make the water
turn blue?

+How can we share these
markers?

* Where did you find that rock?
*Who is in the block area?




Supporting ELLs’ Learning Through Exploration and Inquiry
in the Kindergarten Classroom
+* Determine the academic language demands

¢ Plan for inquiry — brainstorm, research, interpret data, reflection

** Gather materials

¢ Organize the environment

+¢ Scaffold the learning



Supporting ELLs’ Learning Through Exploration and Inquiry
in the Kindergarten Classroom
+* Unit Oral English Conversation and Vocabulary Lessons

Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3
Lesson 4 Lesson 5 Lesson 6
Lesson 7 Lesson 8 Lesson 9

Culminating Activity-

¢ Check for understanding throughout




Supporting ELLs’ Learning Through Exploration and Inquiry
in the Kindergarten Classroom

Resources
Videos

Full-day Kindergarten: 4 of 4 (Button Exploration example)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWpDk2knun8&index=48&list=PL_4XYdoxB80Ok6ZfJR3Rcjw2cnY-5m4109

Kindergarten Continent Presentations

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTbUCfb5nsE

Websites

https://www.edu.gov.on.ca

Ontario Ministry of Education. (2007). Supporting English language learners: in kindergarten: a
practical guide for Ontario educators. Toronto: Author.

Professional Readings

Heard, G., & McDonough, J. (2009). A place for wonder: Reading and writing nonfiction in the primary
grades. Portland, Me.: Stenhouse.

MacDonell, C. (2007). Project-based inquiry units for young children: First steps to research for grades
pre-K-2. Columbus, OH: Linworth Pub.

Helm, J. H., & Katz, L. G. (2001). Young investigators: The project approach in the early years. New
York: Teachers College Press.

Children’s Books

Baylor, B., & Parnall, P. (1974). Everybody needs a rock. New York: C. Scribner's Sons.
Christian, P., & Lember, B. H. (2000). If you find a rock. San Diego: Harcourt.

Rosinsky, N. M., & John, M. (2003). Rocks: Hard, soft, smooth, and rough. Minneapolis, MN: Picture
Window Books.

Steig, W. (1969). Sylvester and the magic pebble. New York: Windmill Books.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWpDk2knun8&index=4&list=PL_4XYdoxB8Ok6ZfJR3Rcjw2cnY-5m4l09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTbUCfb5nsE
https://www.edu.gov.on.ca/
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