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Advancing Early Literacy Outcomes for Arizona's Children Birth Through Age 8

Ensuring a system that delivers the right program at the right time to every

Arizona Children
Reading Achievement

Type of student . National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP)
4th Grade Reading, 2015

Arizona Students n 30

S 15, e o Aa Ao A St

* Arizona is one of many states that has a mandatory third-grade retention 3rd Grade Reading in Arizona
policy—Move On When Reading (ARS 15-701).

* In 2014, Arizona adopted a new statewide assessment, AZMERIT,
that raises the bar for proficiency.
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Az Merit 3 Grade ELA(2015)
by subgroup and population

ECONGMICALLY DISADVANTAGED.

524 POPULATION
BT 25% PASSING 44% POPULATION

waTE. 41% POPULATION

20R MORE RACES 20% POPULATION

SPED 12% POPULATION

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY | 3% PASSING 7% POPULATION
NATIVE HAWALAN | OTHER PACIFIC | 4254 PASSING 6% POPULATION
arrican averican [ETATEEIT 5% POPULATION

AMERICAN INDIAN / ALASKA NATVE 3% POPULATION
PETNY c:o. passinG 3% POPULATION

MIGRANT 5% POPULATION

FEMALE
ALL STUDENTS | 41% PASSING
NALE
HOMELESS
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Reading

Connection to Academic and
Vocational Success

E r : I reading levels
G d are strong
r a e predictors of:
* ninth grade course performance

* high school graduation
* college attendance

Early Literacy Gaps

* Disparities in language development emerge in
infancy and widen in toddlerhood.

* Low-income children entering kindergarten are
typically 12-14 months below national norms in
language and pre-reading skills.

* Nearly 40% of incoming kindergartners nationwide
enter school without the basic language skills they
need to learn to read.

Arizona is facing an
early literacy crisis.
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MISSION: Read On Arizona is a statewide public/private partnership of
agencies, foundations and community stakeholders who are committed to a
collaborative approach to improving language and literacy outcomes for
Arizona’s children from birth to age eight.

Background:

Launched in 2012, Read On Arizona's 10-year strategic plan identifies key challenges to early
literacy and builds on state-level work as well as local communities of practice that establish
baselines, set targets, track results, and promote shared accountability.

Connecting to the Arizona State Literacy Plan, a road map to improve language and literacy

outcomes, Read On Arizona is the catalyst to the bold but achievable goal of reading success for
all of Arizona’s children.

Founding Partners:
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« All students graduating college and career ready

¢ All students reading at grade level by the end of
3rd grade

« All students entering school ready to learn
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GAP ANALYSIS: Early Liter allenges and Solutions

« Lack of information on critical factors prevents
solutions

- Data integration and system linkages task force

Insufficient access to programs that
work
« Continuum of effective literacy practices

Too little attention given to early literacy
« Community awareness and engagement

« Lack of coordination between efforts
* Read On Network of partners in high alignment

5/27/2016

CHALLENGE: Lack of information Read On solution: Improve data integration
on critical fac-mrs prevents and system linkages; focus on shared data
solutions and accountability systems.

‘ Aesd On Communities . |  Aessurces j Oata conter ) Catender & fvents |
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Data Integration and tems Linkages

Devising strategies for improvement through data
integration, data-driven decision making, research,
and evidence-based solutions.
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Data Integration and tems Linkages
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§ Preschool Summary
| Bret Tarver Education Complex

First Things First Survay Rasus for Phosnix South Reglonal Partnership Council
Select s Question. . . Gt 1 -

During the past week, how many days did you of olther family members read siories to your
childichildran?

Local School Districts -

FTF Regional Partnership Councils -
Community Libraries -
Local Read On Communities -
Local Childcare sites -

Philanthropic Organizations -

o4 oy 1240 %

NoRaspones - 1113 %

BorT dep -T2 %

oa: Tha sarmpiesizn of hese marvey roscts e ot known
Scuroa: Road On Aizona & Frst Things Prst 2014

Possible Uses for Literacy Data:

Help inform challenges to readiness factors and
early grade success such as chronic absence

Help guide program/services decisions
Help identify needs of target populations
Help identify gaps/needs in a community
Help inform what programs to offer

Help inform funding priorities/community needs
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programs that work

CHALLENGE: Insufficient access to

Read On solution: Offer a continuum
of effective literacy practices tool.

Effective Practices
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Statewide 10 yr. Literacy Action Plan for Building a Model Early Literacy System:

< To Accelerate the Results in School Readiness and 39 Grade Reading Proficiency
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Developing a ing Reader: A Continuum of Effective Literacy Practices

Webinar

ReadOnArizona.org
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Guidelines
« Progression of
development in language

miestonas re meant o be GUIDELIVES fo shits hicren are werking on 1 an age rangs:

5 KEY COMPONENTS OF EARLY LITERACY BEHAVIORS FROM BIRTH T0 36 MONTHS:
a1t oyt Pty Bttt
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and emerging literacy over e e e e
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*  Adult support
« Interactive talking with child :ET:E%:.:-‘__:E:_..__.

« Talk, sing, read, play!
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Key Milestones for What a Child Should Know or Do Between 3 and 4 Years 01d

Arizona Early Learning
Standards

Dialogic reading
Adult support
Intentional play

Text Analysis: Pre-K Read Aloud

In April, Hermit Crab passed a flock of starfish moving slowly along.
the sea floor. “How handsome you aret” said Hermit Crab.

“Would one of you be willing to decorate my house?” “Twould,”
signalled a little sea sear.

5 Carefully, Hermit Crab picked it up with his claw and putit

R § | coblrbove “A'House for Hermit
ab
In June, 0.2 group of snails craw! ok By Eric Carle

on the F! They went, 1
bits of debris, and leaving a neat path behind them. “How tidy
and hard-working you are!” said Hermit Crab.

“Would e illing my hause?”

“Iwould,” offered one of the snails.
Happily, Hermit Crab picked it up with his claw and placed it
on his shell.

What do you notice about this text? What makes it challenging?

2
i
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Discussion on Pre-K Text

What jumps out at you?

What are the unusual words?

What do you notice about grammar?

Talk through the skills a child would
use to understand the story.
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« Arizona Early Learning
Standards + AZCCRS for
kindergarten

*  Pre-literacy skills &
emerging literacy skills

+ Picture books and
beginning readers

*  Writing letters to words to
sentences

5/27/2016

+ Assessmentis viewed as a
process

« Collect quality data
* Analyze the data

How Assessment Works

Observation nates, Ao we meating our goals
phatos, vidoo ells, work o student leamines?

samples. paront pravided we
o o What evidence do we have?
What patters and
tronda aro In our data?

Aty and
ltorget Dots What factors inpectod
stistent leaming?
ot Waat arsas wil bocome
e targot areas for
Nasesimant s i "
Early Childhood
Assessment Cycle
Eatatiah Gost and
Creste Plan o Addvoss
et ~\
it
What instructional practices
Vi o e nued to Improve? Eliminate?
Whieh stusonts neod

Hove wo implomented of suppart focus?
ot plan with fdeity? I which specific somains of lesming
Are the shanges having an 40 we Roed 0 placo moe smphasiST
Imgact on stucent leaming? How wil wo accomplish this?
Do we meed to mdy eur plan? What spocifc steps wil we take and whon?

130, how?

aw

“Learning to read and acquire
literacy is a process in which
all the adults in a child’s life
can participate.”

Language deveiopment X X X X X

spoaningatatenng X X X XX

Professional Development Modules

Appropriats Participants
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Family Involvement to Family Engagement

a

- Pages 25-29

+ Building true partnerships
+ Family engagement
focused on literacy

HARVARD EARLY LITERACY
Enhancing and Extendiubl%g-ggrlrd;[ﬁm of Effective Literacy

Practices:

« Common performance measures
* Programs designed for impact
* Mapping for balance in a community

LECTIO

Program Design Evaluation
Tool

#ReadOnArizona

Increase the quality of children’s language and reading
environments across the many settings in which they are
growing up, from birth to age 9

i Re-Defined Language- Partnerships
A Ongomgl £ Rich, with families
N Lk Rigorous, and focused on
Chlldren & Building Engaging language &
FERES Models Curricula learning

Program
Design &
Implementation
for Impact

Lesaux et al. (2010) Turning the Page: Refocusing Massachusetts for Reading Success
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#ReadOnArizona

HARVARD EARLY LITERACY INSTITUTE TOOLS

Effective Practices Program Design Evaluation Tool

THINK: How . the progrm being delivered?

that best moteh the propram's chovacteristics

Core Mechanism

A B [ [ |
« prodes teescy « Froudes s |- rousesr . P —
e i domation ol 1ot D AErAcion betwckn. | | 1 e PRl rerces. andior | 1 Adarce snd support o hom
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o enmaren

ot chizren's sty Ieracy s

+ Tocusescn rmodeting for skt specifc
Sctivtios in3 practioes TNIE rameKe | + FOCUseS O Mmodeiing fof SAUESspecifc

Examples

Seatty

+ Book bag drrbution vth bachs and

. eluserr, atc.)
oyt hare bosks are hared (6.8, book .

o pachar dsemnation

e 3 exchange letcer:

+ Book bag wets accompuming itep-by-siem
At e homt CHERETE 208
e tren 1NSUAS Intaract i e Do
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THE SCIENCE OF EARLY LEARNING

The foundations of lifelong learning are established in the
earliest years of children’s lives

Optimizing children’s development requires strong and
supportive interactions across contexts

Child development exists along a continuum

Early learning practices and policies can buffer the impacts
of adverse childhood experiences

LANGUAGE DIVERSITY ITERACY DEVELOPMENT

|
Why Literacy in the Early Years?

Negative

Personal

»Inadequate « Academic «Low
reading skills Effects failure Consequences productivity
* Gradle retention «School dropout «Depression « Welfare
 Behavior = Incarceration dependence
difficulties -
*Low self-esteem pregnancy Associated
Third Grade Potential Societal

\—/ | Consequences

LANGUAGE DIVERSITY LITERACY DEVELOPMENT F
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poverty poverty

s
24% are i
children of 4%}

e e
immigrants

age3to4
enrolled in early
education and

29% of children, ages 0-
A O F

8 <SE Ee i 3
28% of children and youth are
children of immigrants

Ex -

33% of children age 3 to 4 enrolled

care / \ in early education and care

J

100 Key Finding #1: The Gap Between
Word Reading & Word Knowledge
90
80
70
260 Word Reading
5 /—'\.
w50
£ National Average
Ba0
&
30
20
10
0
Age 4.5 Age8 Age 11 Age 14
Mancilla-Martinez & Lesaux, 2011

Code-based s

M/
“igh family”
high
sigh
thigh
4 sounds, 1 word:

Ist Inf leef 14}

115+ words correct per
minute (grade 5)

Why This Gap?

High-Speed Trains
A type of high-speed train was first
introduced in Japan about forty years
ago. The train is low to the ground, and
its nose looks somewhat like the nose of
a jet. These trains provided the first
passenger service that moved at a speed
of one hundred miles per hour. Today,
they are even faster, traveling at speeds
of almost two hundred miles per hour.
There are many reasons that high-speed
trains are popular.

Two Different Problem Spaces

Mea based S|

Cognitive
strategies

Vocabulary

Relevant background
knowledge

Understanding of
language

Interest and
motivation

5/27/2016
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CHANGING TEXT DEMANDS

The Train Trip Economic and Governmental Forces: Their Impact on
American Railroads in the Twentieth Century

T like to ride the train.

I can walk all around the train y | And so began one of the biggest populist campaigns
car whenever I want. Grade ever seen in America — the crusade to harness the
railroad robber barons. Before long, that drive had
High-Speed Trains spread to Washington where in 1887, Congress
legislated not out of reason but out of fear to create
Atype of high-speed train was first the ]..merslate Commerce Cummissiou. Remember
introduced in Japan about forty years that in the days of a relatively powerless federal
ago. The train is low to the ground, and government, the railroad industry budget was many
its nose looks somewhat like the nose of times the size of the federal budget. High
a jet. These trains provided the first =
passenger service that moved at a speed -
of one hundred miles per hour. Today,
they are even faster, traveling at speeds
of almost two hundred miles per hour.
There are many reasons that high-speed
trains are popular.
LANGUAGE DIVERSITY LITERACY DEVELOPMENT R

5/27/2016

KEY FINDING #2: ACADEMIC, EMOTIONAL,

AND SOCIAL CAPABILITIES ARE INEXTRICABLY
INTERTWINED

Academic Success

Attention, control, regulatio Language and literacy
social skills development

Core social-emotional development

LANGUAGE DIVERSITY LITERACY DEVELOPMENT

IMPLICATIONS FOR OUR WORK

Common Pitfall

P

What We're Learning

Emotional

I] Development

Language
Development
Approaching development as the Design settings and programs
composite of isolated domains that focus on multiple domains of
development

l Social-

Reading
Developmenth}

13



KEY FINDING #3: LANGUAGE AND LITERACY DEVELOPMENT IS
THE RESULT OF ONGOING ACCUMULATION OF EXPERIENCES

ReapOn

ARIZONA
ReadOnArizona.org

|
Language Matters: Amount and Quality

Preschoolers whose parents read to them, tell stories, and sing songs
tend to develop larger vocabularies, become better readers, and perform better in school.

The amount and
diversity of verbal
stimulation fosters
early and rich
language outcomes.

The amount of language
achild hears affects
processing speed and
later vocabulary.

Quality vs. Quantity:
Getting Beneath the 30 Million Word Gap

«  Children’s language skills, especially vocabulary, at age 3 are the
strongest predictor of their literacy skills at 10 grade

« EMERGING KEY FINDING: Research highlights that it is the quality of
the talk that matters, not the quantity

*  What do we mean by QUALITY? Back and forth “exchanges” or
conversations. It is the interaction that matters.

¢ What caregivers can do:

TALK, READ, SING

Loak for
wike

ot total

books and

The most effective action you can take to inerease your baby’s educational

opportunities and future success is to talk with your baby every day.

5/27/2016
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HARVARD EARLY LITERACY
INSTITUTE

CASE 2: Kindergarten Readiness

To support 4- and 5- year-olds deemed at-risk on an early literacy screener, the preK classrooms
made a change to their typical whole-group story hour on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.
During this time, they began a reading initiative led by community volunteers, Capitalizing on a
partnership with the business community, this initiative recruits employees from the nearby
businesses to make a 10-month commitment, dedicating two hours weekly to read to
participating children. At the outset, all volunteers attend a 2-hour training and information
session, Each week, the volunteer is assigned a pair or trio and reads a high-interest book
selected from a collection put together with the participating children in mind. To monitor the
children’s literacy growth over the course of the year, during the fall, spring, and winter the
teachers assess letter and word recognition as well as story retell skills. The goal is that by the
year's end, these at-risk children will be "kindergarten ready.”

#ReadOnArizona

Discussion on Case Study #2

What are the strengths?

What could be done differently
to improve outcomes?

8 2
ReabOn
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CHALLENGE: Too little awareness Read On solution: Increase community

ﬁtrlgraa;;entlon given to early awareness and engagement.

8 2
ReabOn

ARIZONA

When Arizona Reads, Arizona Thrives

Communications

15



Publications

Since forming, Read On Arizona has created several
publications to help parents, educators, and community
members contribute to early language and literacy
efforts. Together, the following publications provide
resaurces, tools, and information ta strengthen and
support the literacy of Arizona's children.
« Read On Arizona 10-Year Strategic Literacy Action Plan|
« Early Literacy Guide for Families
« Developing a Thriving Reader From the Early Years.

A Continuum of Effective Literacy Practices
« Building Blocks to Becoming a Reader
« Routes to Grade-Level Reading
« How to Become a Read On Community toolkit

ReaDOn
ARIZONA

When Arizona Reads, Arizona Thrives

<

4 1]
(TALK > READ> THINK)

EASY WAYS TO HELP YOUR
CHILD BECOME A READER
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= At age three a child can repeat

L]
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Early L Guide for Familie

IFA D ES WELL

BELOW THE REQUIREMENT. ...

Move On When Reading

ARIZONA'S PUSH FOR EARLY LITERACY
ARIZONA'S THIRD GRADE READING RETENTION LAW (A.R.5.§15-701)

Arizona law AR $.§15-701, also known as the “Move On When Reading” policy, requires

that a student not be prometed from third grade to fourth grade if i or she scores well

below the requirement an AzMERIT, the state English and language arts assessment,

which also inchides reading, This indicates that the child is reading at a much lower level

than is expected of a third-grader and needs additional help.

The purpose of the palicy s to give children who have significant reading challenges
instruction

more time to leamn. It ensures that these students will receive the intensi
they need to accelerate their leaming and caich up in reading.

5/27/2016

CHALLENGE: Lack of Read On solution: Create and utilize the
Read On communities network,

a collaborative effort in each community to
fill the literacy gaps.

communication and coordination
between efforts

"C"‘ Your .
ommunity
Reab On Here
ARIZONA

When Arizona Reads, Arizona Thrives

Read On Communities to Date

ad On Communities

Community Highli

Kith and Kin Literacy
£

Provides one-on-one language and literacy training and

B D On technical assistance in home based child care settings.
BALSZ Scope

Increased number of activities related to language and
literacy in family, friend and neighbor settings.

Impact

Statistically significant outcomes noted with Child/Home
Early Language and Literacy Observation (CHELLO) tool;
overall score went from 42.39 to 74.99.

17



COPPER CORRIDOR

Reach Out and Read

Local health clinics have created reading corners in waiting
rooms to encourage families and children to read and
interact. Every family that visits the clinic is able to browse
through a wide variety of books and select one book to take
home.

Scope

Two clinics that service over 500 children and families.
Impact

Providing early literacy ion to parents and c: i 3

increasing access to and ownership of books for young
children, and increasing school readiness.

5/27/2016

1munity Hig
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Raising A Reader

Make Way for Books offers this parent education series that
fosters healthy brain development, parent-child bonding,
and emergent literacy skills critical for success.

Scope

Participants enjoy stories, practice newly gained skills, and
share food, all while building community and discovering
the wonderful world of books.

Impact
98% of participating parents reported that they shared
books more often with their children following the program

86% of parents reported feeling more confident in their
role as their child's first, best teacher.

Kinder Camp

Designed to prepare incoming kindergarten students who
had little-to-no preschool experience to become
academically and socially ready for their first day of school.

Scope
77 children from the Yuma community participated in 2014;
60% had not attended preschool.

Impact

After attending Kinder Camp, 44% of those who had not
attended preschool were considered ready across all
domains.

18
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Q&A
How Can You Plug In?

Terri Clark
Arizona Literacy Director
tclark@readonarizona.org
480-556-7151
www.readonarizona.org

o RO D IERNEE
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