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K-3 Formative Assessment Enhancement: Pilot Details 
Overview & Timeline of Pilot
· Pilot (Fall 2015 - Spring 2016): Teachers implement the full enhanced assessment in a sample of classrooms across the state. Adjustments to the assessment materials are made as needed. 
· Field Test (Fall 2016 - Spring 2017): The assessment is implemented on a larger scale across the state, with the end goal of confirming validity and reliability of the assessment. 
Details of Participation in the Pilot 
· What is the purpose of the pilot?  Teachers will try out the complete assessment throughout most of the school year (September – March), providing insight into implementation, manageability, professional development, and usability of the assessment. 
· What is asked of teachers during the pilot? Teachers are committing to using assessment materials in classrooms on an on-going basis, and providing regular feedback on constructs via surveys, check-in calls, and written documentation.
· Kindergarten (K) Teachers: Will begin to use the assessment during the first 60 days of school and determine a learning status for each K-entry construct for 10 children at the end of the 60-day period. After the 60-day timeframe, K teachers will continue to use the assessment to inform instruction in their classrooms until the end of the pilot period (March 2016).
· First, Second and Third Grade (1st-3rd) Teachers: Will participate in Cognitive Labs from August/September through November for constructs that have not yet been “tried out” by teachers. In January of 2016, these teachers will be trained on additional constructs and will implement the full assessment until the end of the pilot period (March).
· Teachers who participate in this phase will:
· Be trained in implementing the assessment.
· Implement the assessment from September-March (K only) or January-March (1st-3rd).
· Receive on-going implementation support.
· Provide feedback on the assessment and implementation by participating in surveys, focus groups, and interviews.
· Help shape further revisions to the assessment, professional development, and support needed for full implementation.
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	Pilot - Minimum Estimate for Working With Assessment Materials - K Teachers

	Activity
	Professional Development
	During Instruction
	Outside School Hours

	Pilot Training (Summer 2015) 
	2-3 days 
	
	

	Review Assessment Materials
	
	
	3-4 hours

	Use Assessment Materials in Classrooms
	
	On-going
	

	Record Feedback on Progressions
	
	
	3-4 hours

	Interview/Focus Group Feedback
	
	
	2-4 hours

	Total 
	2-3 days
	On-going
	8-12 hours



	Pilot - Minimum Estimate for Working With Assessment Materials- 1st-3rd Grade Teachers

	Activity
	Professional Development
	During Instruction
	Outside School Hours

	Cognitive Lab Training (Summer/Fall 2015)
	4 hours
	
	

	Pilot Training (Winter 2016)
	2-3 days 
	
	

	Review Assessment Materials
	
	
	3-4 hours

	Use Assessment Materials in Classrooms
	
	On-going
	

	Record Feedback on Progressions
	
	
	3-4 hours

	Interview/Focus Group Feedback
	
	
	2-4 hours

	Total 
	2.5-3.5 days
	On-going
	8-12 hours



· What is asked of districts during the pilot? Districts will allow 5 teachers (at minimum), per grade (K-3) to participate in the pilot.  In addition, participating teachers and their administrators will be asked to help identify the key components needed to support successful implementation.

Compensation for Participation
· Teachers will receive compensation for out-of-school time.  Districts will work with their state team to determine the most appropriate form of compensation. 
· Districts will receive compensation (if needed) for use of substitute teachers during professional development (orientation and interview/focus groups).
· Each Tier 2 state has a contract with North Carolina to support the 3 phases of the pilot:  the cognitive labs, the 2015-16 pilot and the 2016-17 field test. 

For more information on the K-3 Formative Assessment pilot process, please contact [Pat Reynolds (Patricia.Reynolds@azed.gov)  OR Megan Siebert (megan.siebert@sri.com)]
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