
Data Aren’t Powerful 
Without YOU!  

Brennan McMahon Parton|Senior Associate, State Policy and Advocacy 

June 16, 2014 @BrennanMcMahon 



 
 

What is Your Goal?  

#eddata @EdDataCampaign 



 
 

Sometimes Data Use Feels Like This… 

#eddata @EdDataCampaign 



Goal: Moving to a Data-Rich Year 

Source: Ms. Bullen’s Data-Rich Year 

#eddata @EdDataCampaign 

http://www2.dataqualitycampaign.org/files/Data-Rich Year Infographic.pdf


@EdDataCampaign         #EdData 

Goal: Change the Culture of Data Use 

#eddata @EdDataCampaign 

TO SERVICE FROM COMPLIANCE… 



But… 

#eddata @EdDataCampaign 

CULTURE 
CHANGE IS HARD 

TO DO!  



Progress is Being Made 

#eddata @EdDataCampaign 

2013: 2 states have all 10 Actions, up from zero in 2011 



10 State Actions for Effective Data Use 

#eddata @EdDataCampaign 



Why State Data?  

#eddata @EdDataCampaign 

Understand how our students move across school 
systems, and into postsecondary and the work force 

Make comparisons between our schools and districts, 
and find pockets of success 

Reduce the burden of duplicative data systems and 
out of date information on districts and communities 

Ensure and equalize access to valuable information across 
high and low capacity districts 



Start with Your Questions 

#dataliteracy @EdDataCampaign 



To Answer Your Questions, States Must:  

#dataliteracy @EdDataCampaign 

Linking data 
across systems 

Ensuring 
appropriate 

access 

Building 
capacity for 

use 

Support 
effective 
data use by: 

Overcome 
“snags” 
including: 

Time Technical 
Issues Turf Trust 



Critical Changes: Data are More than Test Scores 

#eddata @EdDataCampaign 

Longitudinal — follow individual 
students over time 

Actionable — timely, user friendly and 
meaningful to users 

Contextual — robust, comparable and 
presented as part of a bigger picture 

Interoperable — matched, linked and 
shared across systems and sectors 



Critical Changes: Empower Teachers With Data 

Lack of career-long training on 
how to use multiple types of 

data, including how to translate 
data into information for 

decisionmaking. 

Lack of time to gather, 
synthesize, and use data. 

Lack of ability in school and 
district leadership to model 
practice and support data 

use. 

Lack of access to timely 
data, including via easy-to-

use online tools.  

#dataliteracy @EdDataCampaign 



Critical Changes: Transparently 
Protect Student Privacy 

» People have concerns about data 
collection and use 

» Secure data is quality data; quality 
data builds trust. 

» Everyone has a role in protecting 
privacy, and state should lead the 
way in providing the value 
proposition and training. 

» Part of data literacy skills should be 
ethical use of data. 

#eddata @EdDataCampaign 



Critical Changes: More Work to be Done!  

#eddata @EdDataCampaign 

Build IT and Infrastructure Capacity 
• States need to continue to invest in the necessary infrastructure 

and technical issues at every level to ensure that quality data is 
effectively and efficient delivered to stakeholders 

Streamline Roles and Responsibilities 
• State agencies, as well as the districts they serve, need to take 

on collaborative roles that help to build capacity to deliver 
necessary data to meet education goals 

Invest in People 
• States must work to invest in people by not only delivering the 

“hard skills” of data use, but also work through people’s data 
“hang ups” to ensure effective data use 



By Working Together, We’ll Get There Faster 

#eddata @EdDataCampaign 
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Goal: Data are Valuable to All Stakeholders 

Source: Ms. Bullen’s Data-Rich Year 

#eddata @EdDataCampaign 
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#eddata @EdDataCampaign 
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