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Agenda  

• Overview of the Arizona Education Data Standards 
and their role in SAIS replacement 

• Benefits of AzEDS and why it will become 
essential in the coming school years 

• Understanding next steps and ADE’s available 
resources for the AzEDs transition ahead 

 



What should you leave with? 

• What is AzEDS 
• Why you should care 
• What will AzEDS replace 
• What do you need to do 



ARIZONA EDUCATION DATA 
STANDARDS (AZEDS) 



What is           ? 

• AzEDS serves as the data standard for the Arizona 
Learning and Accountability System(AELAS) 
 

• Common language and processes that streamline 
communication  
 

• National data standards (CEDS) to simplify data 
processes  
– Leverages existing Ed-Fi work developed by the Michael 

and Susan Dell Foundation. 
– Reduces the burden of data requests made to LEAs 

 



Why do we need                     ? 

• SAIS was never designed to collect the data to meet 
the needs of all ADE program areas 
 

• ADE program areas compensated by requiring their 
own collections. Result - over 250 data collections 
spanning all program areas and every possible file 
format with redundant data 
 

• Resources allocated to finding, correcting and moving 
data can instead be directed to the classroom 



Benefits of  

 
• Allows your LEA to upload required data to ADE in a 

reliable, consistent format  
– This single change will eliminate the millions of SAIS data errors 

every year 
 

• Reduces time spent on ADE data requests and enables 
near real-time student data to populate the new Arizona 
Dashboards (AZ Dash) 
 

• Supports bi-directional data transfer for future uses 
– Student transfers 
– Data movement between opt-in systems (such as rosters and 

grades from Assessment and Learning Management Systems) 
 



Before 

SAIS 

STC 

AZSAFE 

ESS 

HQT 

Every application validates 
data and reports results 

back to the LEAs 
differently 

LEA Data 
Systems 



After 

LEA Data staging 
area at ADE Data validation 

Validated data 
for ADE 

program area 
use 

Assessment 
results from LEA 

vendors 

LEA Data 
Systems 



Before and after 

Before After 

SAIS Integrity runs 2x/week Daily processing 

250+ data requests 6 - 12 data requests 

Direct upload, Excel, web forms, word 
documents, external surveys 

Web services 

ADE program area specific data elements Shared data elements across ADE 
program areas 

ADE collects data primarily for 
compliance and monitoring 

Data collected can be used to provide 
dashboards and information back to LEAs 

LEA’s on their own for moving data 
between SIS, LMS, Assessment systems 

ADE automatically moves data between 
opt-in systems 



Your data is your data 

Today 
• ADE collects data as required by state and federal statute, 

policy or regulation 
• ADE program areas use your data for funding calculations, 

accountability and other reporting as required. 
 

With AzEDS 
• Required and optional data sets 
• ADE program areas use the required data as before 
• ADE uses optional data to synchronize your opt-in systems  and 

provide reporting back to you via AzDash 
 

ADE program areas do not have access to this optional data unless 
you grant explicit authorization. 



Can my LEA opt out 

• Cannot opt out of required AzEDS collections 
since they will replace existing required collections 
such as SAIS, STC and many others 
 

• By default you are opted-out of the optional 
collections – If you don’t send them then we don’t 
have them. However, use of certain opt-in systems 
may require the optional data be transmitted to 
the ADE. 
 



Roadmap 

• AzEDS – Student 
– Announced January 2014. Discussed in detail on next few 

slides. 
 

• AzEDS – Assessment 
– Specifications published. A pilot is underway to move 

benchmark and formative assessment data so that it can be 
reported to LEAs via AzDash. 
 

• AzEDS – Staff 
– Under development. Target to replace manual HQT data 

entry. 



What has happened so far…  

• Full implementation of the new state reporting 
requirements, AzEDS Release 1 will begin on    
July 1, 2014 
 

• FY 2014-2015  
• Student level data submissions and STC pilot begins 
 

• SAIS submissions and piloting of parallel 
submissions of the new AzEDs format will 
continue as usual for the 2014-2015 school year 

 
 



What has happened so far… 

• All SIS vendors are required to be AzEDS compliant by 
July 1, 2015 
– ADE’s objective is to ensure all LEAs and vendors 

understand the technical requirements needed to have a 
year of parallel submissions (beginning July 1, 2014) to 
complete testing and receive state certification prior to July 
1, 2015 
 

• School year 2015-2016 and all subsequent years 
payments of state aid, classroom site fund monies, 
and Instructional Improvement Fund monies cannot 
be made to LEAs which use a vendor that has not 
been certified as AzEDS compliant prior to July 1, 
2015 



What has happened so far… 

• LEAs that do not have a SIS vendor and only utilize 
SAIS Online for submission of SAIS data, you will be 
contacted directly by the AzEDS team 

 
• If you are interested in becoming a pilot, we 

encourage you to reach out to your vendor to 
determine if they will be AzEDS compliant by July 1, 
2014 

 
• For more information contact the AzEDS team 

– AELAS@azed.gov 
– AzEDs@azed.gov  

 

mailto:AELAS@azed.gov
mailto:AzEDs@azed.gov


What’s next? 

• What should you do tomorrow morning? 
 

• What should you do next week? 
 

• What should you do in the next 30 days? 



Contact 
Mark T. Masterson 

Chief Information Officer 
(602) 542-0804 

Mark.Masterson@AZED.gov 

Thank You 
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