
A SUMMER OF PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT, INTERVENTION 
AND CELEBRATING LEARNING 

9:45 a.m.- 10:55 a.m.  
Chaparral Room  
 

Alison Bruening-Hamati,  Director of Curriculum 
Jessica Miller,  Summer School Coordinator 

 
Coolidge Unified School District #21 

Coolidge, Arizona 



WHAT WAS OUR FOCUS? 

  Reading fluency, 
understanding plot 
summaries with a conflict and 
resolution.  

 Learning how to model math 
with hands on manipulatives.  

 Writing complete and 
complex sentences.  

 Creating a project based on 
their learning. 

 

 Deeper understanding of 
Project Based Learning 

 Strategies for questioning, 
checking for understanding, 
engagement, vocabulary, and 
how to review. 

 Math games that engage and 
challenge students. 

 Ways to incorporate small 
groups or centers at every 
grade level.  

 

Learning Objectives For the 
Students 

Professional Development 
For the Teachers 



WHO PARTICIPATED? 

188 Students (K-8) 
27 Teachers 
4 Substitutes  
5 Academic Coaches 
8 Paraprofessionals 
1 High School Volunteer 
2 Parent Volunteers 

 

Located at 2 school sites 
 



F
O

C
U

S O
N IN

TE
R

V
E

N
TIO

N 

Intervention 
Materials Used 
were from: 

Grammar 
Gallery 

EnVisions Math 

Harcourt  
Reading 

Hands On 
Equations 

Step by Step Bar 
Modeling 

 

Low Pupil-Teacher Ratios Provided: 
 

 Small Group and One-on-One 
Intervention 
 

 Participation from students who 
don’t normally participate. 

 
 The teachers were able to target the 

specific learning difficulties each 
student is experiencing while they 
are struggling.  
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Project Based 
Learning 

Questioning 
Strategies/Checking 
for Understanding 

Engagement 
Strategies 

Grammar 
Gallery(SEI) 

 Math and 
Vocabulary 
Activities 

Socratic Method 

Centers/Small 
Group Instruction 

Morph House/ 
Syntax Surgery 
(SEI) 

Galileo Quiz Builder 

Review Activities  

Teacher Reflection 

Including Professional Development for 
Teachers Allowed: 
 
 Teachers were able to immediately 

practice the new strategies with 
feedback from their academic coach 
and peers. 

  
 Teachers were able to share ideas 

with one another. 
 

 Teachers were able to become 
reflective of their teaching practice.  
 

 Students benefited from the 
engaged teaching. 
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WHAT DOES THE DATA TELL US? 

Average Growth Was: 
 K 8% 
 1 11% 
 2  14% 
 3  7% 
 4    4% 
 5   5% 
 Middle School  9% 

Average Growth Was: 
 K 6% 
 1 10% 
 2 3% 
 3 9% 
 4 3% 
 5 8% 
 Middle School 5% 

 

Reading  Math 



STUDENT SURVEY RESULTS  
 Did you learn new skills in Summer School?  
  67% Yes, I learned new skills 
 
 How would you rate your summer school experience? 
  Great to Good 70% 
 
 Did you like your class project? 
  72 % said, “It was OK, I learned a lot and it was 

 fun too!” 
   



TEACHER SURVEY RESULTS 
 Was having a premade curriculum helpful? 
  99% Yes, I could focus on my teaching 
 Did you enjoy your experience? 

  100% Yes, I learned so many new strategies! 
 What new learning did you obtain? 
 “I enjoyed learning and sharing the new strategies.”,  
      “The new technology was great for next year.” 
      “I plan to use Socratic Method next year.” 
      “Project Based Learning was wonderful.” 
      “There are too many new ideas to list, I loved them all and can’t wait to   

 include them next year with my Coach’s support.”  



PARENT SURVEY RESULTS 
 92 % of Parents felt their students had a GREAT 

attitude about summer school. 
 

 96 % of Parents surveyed felt like time would tell 
but that their student BENIFITED from summer 
school. 
 



QUESTIONS?  

Contact Information:  
 
Alison Bruening-Hamati 
abruening@cusd.k12.az.us 
 

Jessica Miller 
jmiller@cusd.k12.az.us 
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