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Program Name Digital Photography 

Program CIP Code 10.0200.50 

Program Description and 
Coherent Sequence 

The Digital Photography instructional program prepares the 
students to capture an image directly with a digital camera and 
by scanning a conventional photograph and then applying a 
wide variety of special effects to it with image enhancing 
software.  
 
The program is designed and delivered as a coherent sequence 
of school-based and work-based supervised learning. Students 
learn leadership skills and develop their leadership abilities 
through participation in the state-recognized Career and 
Technical Student Organization, SkillsUSA. 
 
Communication Media Technologies Fundamentals:  This 
course is an introduction to technical skills and knowledge for 
one specific program area within CMT or a mixture of CMT 
program areas that are reflected at each school. The focus of 
the coursework will be in line with the specific industry(ies) that 
are available and relevant to the student’s future plans for 
postsecondary and/or business & industry. Instruction will 
include: 

 Analyzing the media industry, business practices and its 
role in the economy. 

 Investigating the Intellectual Property Law and Rights 
Management.  

 Demonstrating verbal and nonverbal communication 
skills required by the media industry.   

 Demonstrating written communication skills within the 
media industry.  

 Utilizing computer applications to manage media.  
 Applying knowledge of data capture and manipulation.  

 
Digital Photography I:  This course will prepare the student to 
integrate pre-production, production, post-production, 
deliver/distribute, quality assurance and presentation phases of 
Digital Photography. 
 
Digital Photography II:  This course will be the development of 
a portfolio with the following projects: 

 Classroom 
 School 
 Community  
 Business & Industry 

related to Digital Photography 
 
Work-based Learning: Students have the opportunity to 
participate in either a Digital Photography Cooperative 
Education experience or an Internship. 
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Industry Validated Standards http://www.azed.gov/career-technical-
education/files/2011/11/technical-standards-digital-photography-
10020050.pdf  

Specialized Equipment  High-end Computers 
o 64-bit Intel® or AMD® multi-core processor 
o 2 GB of RAM (8GB recommended) 

 Software 
o Adobe Lightroom 
o Adobe Photoshop  

 High-end DSLR  
 DSLR for every student in class 
 Variety of Prime and Zoom lenses for each camera 
 Studio Lighting  
 Tripods and Monopods 
 Photo Quality Inkjet Printers  
 Large Format Printer  

 
http://www.azed.gov/career-technical-
education/files/2013/09/equipment-list-digital-photography-
10020050.pdf 

Industry Recognized 
Certifications 

No  

CTE End-Of- Program (EOP) 
Technical Skill Assessment 
(TSA) Y/N 

Yes 

Current EOP TSA Pass Score 60% 

Participation in JTED Program 
Qualifies Students for These 
Employment Opportunities 

Advertising  
Anthropologist  
Art Director 
Art Gallery Owner  
Blogger  
Camera/Product Development  
Cartography  
Cinematographer  
Color Corrector/Restoration  
Commercial and Industrial Photographer 
Copywriter  
Curator  
Digital Technician 
Entrepreneur--Freelance Photography 
Environmental Photographer  
Event--Fashion/Infant/Portrait/Wedding Photographer  
Food Photographer  
Forensic Photography 
Graphic Designer  
Media Specialist  
Medical Photographer 
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Photo Assistant  
Photo Editor   
Photojournalist  
Real Estate/Architectural Photographer 
Reporter  
Sports Photographer  
Travel/Cruise Ship Photographer  
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SB1525 JTED Course and Program Requirements 

Requires students obtain passing 
score of 60% on assessment  
15-391(3)(b) Page 1/20-24 & 15-
391(5)(b) Page 2/1-6 

Yes 

Not a Course Required under  
Minimum Course of Study including 
Honors 15-391(3)(d) Page 1/27-29 

Yes 

Majority of Instructional Time in Lab 
/ Field / Work Based Learning 
Environment 15-391 (3)(e) Page 
1/30-32 and  
 
 
Requires CTSO Participation 15-
391(5)(d) Page 2/10-13  

Yes, project-based learning and laboratory/simulation 
projects/school-based enterprises for WBL are key 
components to this program.   
 
 
 
SkillsUSA 

Demonstrated Need for Extra 
Funding for a course 15-391 (3)(f) 
Page 1/33-34 

Yes 
 
 High-end Computers 

o 64-bit Intel® or AMD® multi-core processor 
o 2 GB of RAM (8GB recommended) 

 Software 
o Adobe Lightroom 
o Adobe Photoshop  

 High-end DSLR  
 DSLR for every student in class 
 Variety of Prime and Zoom lenses for each camera 
 Studio Lighting  
 Tripods and Monopods 
 Photo Quality Inkjet Printers  
 Large Format Printer  

 
http://www.azed.gov/career-technical-
education/files/2013/09/equipment-list-digital-photography-
10020050.pdf 

Specialized Equipment Exceeds 
Cost of Standard Course 15-
391(3)(g) Page 1/35-36 and 15-
391(5)(c) Page 2/7-9 

Yes 
 
 High-end Computers 

o 64-bit Intel® or AMD® multi-core processor 
o 2 GB of RAM (8GB recommended) 

 Software 
o Adobe Lightroom 
o Adobe Photoshop  

 High-end DSLR  
 DSLR for every student in class 
 Variety of Prime and Zoom lenses for each camera 
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 Tripods and Monopods 
 Studio Lighting  
 Photo Quality Inkjet Printers  
 Large Format Printer  

 
http://www.azed.gov/career-technical-
education/files/2013/09/equipment-list-digital-photography-
10020050.pdf  

Alignment through Curriculum, 
Instructional Model and Courses 
Sequence 15-391(5)(e) Page 2/15-18 

Yes, the course sequence for Digital Photography consists 
of 3 Carnegie Units of Instruction.   

Defined Pathway to Career and 
Postsecondary Ed in Specific 
Vocation or Industry 15-391(5)(f) 
Page 2/19-21 

Digital Photography careers such as: 
 Advertising  
 Anthropologist  
 Art Director 
 Art Gallery Owner  
 Blogger  
 Camera/Product Development  
 Cartography  
 Cinematographer  
 Color Corrector/Restoration  
 Commercial and Industrial Photographer 
 Copywriter  
 Curator  
 Digital Technician  
 Entrepreneur--Freelance Photography 
 Environmental Photographer  
 Event--Fashion/Infant/Portrait/Wedding Photographer  
 Food Photographer  
 Forensic Photography 
 Graphic Designer  
 Media Specialist  
 Medical Photographer 
 Photo Assistant  
 Photo Editor   
 Photojournalist  
 Real Estate/Architectural Photographer 
 Reporter  
 Sports Photographer  
 Travel/Cruise Ship Photographer 

 
and postsecondary pathways such as: 
 
 Certificates of Completion 
 Associate of Arts  
 Bachelor of Arts  
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Fills High Need Vocation or Industry 
as Determined by CTE/ADE  15-
391(5)(j) Page 2/30-31 

Yes, the Digital Photography program is ranked 48th on the 
2016 CTE Program List. Ranking is based on “high demand, 
high wage, and high skill” occupations as determined by the 
AZ Office of Employment and Population Statistics. 

Requires a Single or Stackable 
Credential or a Skill that allows a 
student to obtain work 15-391(5)(k) 
Page 2/32-35 

 Engage in Pre-Production/Planning Phase of a 
Photography Shoot. 

 Implement plans for acquiring or creating a product in 
accordance with production phase of Digital 
Photography. 

 Perform tasks in post-production phase of product 
refinement in Digital Photography. 

Leads to certification or licensure 
verified by that vocation or industry 
that qualifies student for 
employment which the student 
would not otherwise qualify.  15-
391(5)(l) Page 2/36-39 

None identified.   

If no certification or licensure is 
accepted by vocation or industry, 
completion of program must qualify 
student for employment for which 
student would not otherwise qualify 
without completing JTED program.  
15-391(5)(l) Page 2/39-43 

Completion of this program qualifies students for 
employment because they demonstrate the following 
knowledge, skills and abilities: 
 
 Plan and compose small group portraits under natural 

and artificial lighting conditions 
 Plan and compose a still life using one light and 

reflector(s) 
 Explain key, fill, back and hair light 
 Describe multiple distribution platforms that are in 

compliance with the American Disability Act 
 Explain lighting set-ups using: Rembrandt, split, 

paramount, loop, rim, butterfly, broad, short and 3-point 
lighting 

 Use and understand all functions of a DSLR camera 
(including High-End DSLR Cameras) 

 Select and use focusing techniques and filters 
 Analyze the different qualities of hard, soft, reflective, 

natural and artificial light 
 Differentiate the type, use and care of digital cameras 

and accessories 
 Understand aperture and shutter speeds 
 Define parameters of a photo shoot according to layout, 

including equipment and resource needs 
 Demonstrate technical and artistic competencies of 

employing available light on location and studio lighting 
using a professional quality lighting studio.  

 Import digital camera photos into a digital imaging 
application 

 Create digital images according to specifications using a 
digital imaging application 
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 Create digital images to specification for content, mood 
and/or meaning 

 Differentiate working files (raw,.psd) from deliverable files 
(.tif) 

 Enhance and retouch digital images using painting and 
editing tools 

 Explain how to calibrate monitors and printers for color 
control 

 Create and present a professional portfolio for 
review/critique 

 Analyze digital photography needs and determine what 
camera and computer equipment would be appropriate 
to meet those requirements 

 Demonstrate the use of optical perspective as a 
compositional element that supports image content.  

 Analyze and incorporate visual design elements and 
principles in photographs to increase visual literacy 

 Personal branding, online and traditional marketing 
efforts, client relationship management 

 Use industry terms and vocabulary in appropriate context 
 Critique images for technique, content, aesthetics and 

meaning to increase visual literacy 
 Demonstrate professionalism in the workplace (being on 

time, proper dress, courteousness) 
 Understand marketing and branding techniques for small 

business; creating logos, stationary, websites and pricing 
 Understand billing and invoicing processes 
 Understand maintenance needs and care of equipment 
 Discuss various digital still camera lenses and lens 

specifications 
 Identify factors that contribute to the success of media 

businesses and freelance/contract providers 
 Identify key factors to be considered in launching a 

media business 
 Describe how diversity (cultural, ethnic, 

multigenerational) and ethics affect the selection of 
projects and programs 

 Discuss rights and implications of copyright law 
 Explain fair use in relation to legal and regulatory 

considerations 
 
Passing the end-of-program technical skills assessment.   

Requires instruction and 
instructional materials substantially 
different from and exceed scope of 
standard instruction and include 
skills, competencies and knowledge 
to be successful in JTED program 
vocation or industry. 15-391(5)(m) 
Page 2/44-45 and 3/1-3 

Yes, supplemental resources such as Lynda.com and 
industry publications (books, magazines)  
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Industry provided financial or 
technical support. 15-391(5)(n) Page 
3/4-8 

AMEAC Advisory Board 
B&I from Local Advisory Boards 
B&I serve as Judges for SkillsUSA 
B&I serve as resources for classroom instructors as well as 
Guest Speakers (master classes, workshops, portfolio 
reviews)  

Demonstrated need for extra 
funding in order to provide JTED 
program 15-391(5)(o) Page 3/9-11 

Yes.  
 
 High-end Computers 

o 64-bit Intel® or AMD® multi-core processor 
o 2 GB of RAM (8GB recommended) 

 Software 
o Adobe Lightroom 
o Adobe Photoshop  

 High-end DSLR  
 DSLR for every student in class 
 Variety of Prime and Zoom lenses for each camera 
 Tripods and Monopods 
 Studio Lighting  
 Photo Quality Inkjet Printers  
 Large Format Printer  

 
and supplemental resources such as Lynda.com and 
industry publications (books, magazines) 

 

Eligibility Yes No 
JTED The Digital Photography program meets the requirements for 

JTED compliance and eligibility  
x  

CTE Federal 
Perkins and 
State Priority 

The Digital Photography program meets the requirements for 
Perkins and is eligible to generate CTE State Priority funding. 

x  

 

 


