
FAMILY, CAREER AND COMMUNITY LEADERS OF AMERICA (FCCLA) 
 

“TOP ARIZONA FCCLA STUDENTS PLACE BIG AT THE SPRING 

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE” 
 

Arizona FCCLA Spring Leadership Conference took place on March 21-23 at the Westin La 
Paloma Resort and Hotel in Tucson, AZ.  Over 700 students, teachers, business members and 
community leaders from all across Arizona attended.  Of the students who competed there were 
over 189 Gold Medal Winners.  
 

Amongst the March 21-23 medal winners were AZ FCCLA Culinary Competitors. This year’s 
culinary event was hosted at the Pima JTED at Marana Mountain View High School. The final top 
ten winners battled against each other on Friday at the Art Institute of Tucson, to become the top 
competitor to be eligible to compete nationally. This year’s National Competitor for Culinary Arts is 
Pima JTED at Santa Rita High School. 
 

Workshops hosted by Tri-Leadership, Inc. were provided for students to participate in Leadership 
Village activities during the duration of the Conference between events.  The Art Institute of Tucson 
helped prepare students for the upcoming first annual FCCLA International Fashion/Interior Design 
Fashion show to be presented in February, 2014. . Magic Mike performed leadership training by 
utilizing his magic techniques in the process of introducing leadership activities to students.  GCU 
introduced students to FAFSA, in preparation for college, while FIDM presented on professional 
dress for job interviews.  Sharon MacDonald and Dana of Zoo-phonics prepared workshops with 
Early Childhood students, training them to implement new activities in the classroom when 
preparing lessons for the Early Learners.   
 
AZFCCLA was honored to have in attendance, Ryan Ducharme, who brought greetings on behalf 
of the Arizona Department of Education. 
 

Chapter members socialized amongst each other at the 2nd Annual BBQ Pool dinner where 
member and advisors lounged poolside enjoying the movie “Shrek” as they were able to swim and 
partake in pool games. AZ FCCLA also hosted its first annual March of Dimes fundraising dance 
“Dancin and Denim,” where students learned how to line dance and danced the night away.  
 

There will be 110 students who will go on to represent Arizona at the FCCLA National Leadership 
Conference taking place July 7-11, 2013 in music city hall of fame, Nashville Tennessee.  While 
competing in FCCLA’s national awards program, the students will compete for top honors in their 
competition against state representatives from across the United States and Puerto Rico. 
 

The competition is part of a national competitive events program sponsored annually by FCCLA, a 
professional association for students pursuing careers in Early Childhood Professions, Hospitality 
Management, Fashion Design and Merchandising, Interior Design and Culinary Arts.  Individual 
and local chapter teams compete in 40 different events representing a range of business, career 
and leadership development activities. 
 

The winners of these challenging and prestigious awards are selected from Arizona FCCLA’s 
4,400 members and by winning these competitions some have qualified for the national awards 
program.  The delegates at this year’s State annual meeting elected the 2013-2014 FCCLA State 
Officer team.  This year’s state theme, “Journey to the Top!” reflects the traditions and challenges 
that FCCLA offers students to prepare for family life, work life and careers in family and consumer 
sciences by providing opportunities to develop the knowledge, skills, attitudes and behaviors that 
are needed to be successful in life. 
 

Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) is a nonprofit organization that 
prepares students for careers in family and consumer sciences and family and consumer sciences 
education.  Its mission is to promote successful life management, employment and career 
development by bringing together business and education in a positive working relationship.  To 
learn more, see the Arizona FCCLA website at www.azfccla.org or contact the Arizona FCCLA 
State Advisor by phone: 602-542-3040 or by email  Kimberly.Spitali@azed.gov  to learn more 
about starting an FCCLA chapter at your school.   


