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Dear Arizona Community Member:  
 
Greetings!  Arizona is raising the bar to help all students receive a world-class education.  Across the 
state, schools are implementing Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards, which are new 
academic standards in English language arts and math in grades K-12, that will help our students have 
the academic knowledge and skills they need to be successful in college, career, and life.  The Standards 
will not only improve what students learn, but how they learn by teaching critical-thinking, problem 
solving, and effective communication skills. 
 
The implementation of new academic standards, along with high quality and well-supported educators, 
has the potential to transform outcomes for Arizona students and for our state.  It is critical that 
educators have the support of their communities to implement these new standards successfully.  As 
business leaders, faith community and civic leaders, parents and voters, we can ask our local schools 
how we can help them as they aspire and work hard to reach even greater heights than before.   
 
To this end, the Arizona Public Engagement Task Force was convened as an independent collaborative of 
more than 30 organizations with the purpose of building public awareness and engagement regarding 
key issues impacting Arizona education.  The Task Force partners share the desire and commitment to 
ensure that all Arizona students are effectively prepared for college, career, and life.  The Task Force is 
composed of educators, administrators, nonprofit organizations, policy leaders, business leaders, and 
other key organizations that support education statewide from cradle to career.   
 
The Arizona Public Engagement Task Force has created a toolkit of resources that are designed to help 
raise public awareness and garner support for the standards within your community.  Whether you are a 
community leader, business, non-profit, or educator working to inform your community about Arizona 
education, we hope this Toolkit will be useful to you.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
The Arizona Public Engagement Task Force  
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Arizona Public Engagement Task Force Partners 
 

Arizona Association of County School Superintendents 
Arizona Board of Regents 

Arizona Business and Education Coalition 
Arizona Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

Arizona Chamber Foundation 
Arizona Charter Schools Association 

Arizona College Access Network 
Arizona Commission on Postsecondary Education 

Arizona Community Foundation 
Arizona Department of Education 

Arizona Education Association 
Arizona Educational Foundation 

Arizona K-12 Center 
Arizona School Administrators 

Arizona School Boards Association 
Arizona State Board of Education 
Center for the Future of Arizona 

Children’s Action Alliance 
Expect More Arizona 

First Things First 
Governor’s Office of Education Innovation 

Greater Phoenix Economic Council 
Greater Phoenix Leadership 
Helios Education Foundation 

Intel 
Maricopa Community Colleges 

Maricopa County Education Service Agency 
Mesa Public Schools 

National Center for Education and the Economy 
Phoenix Community Alliance 

Read On Arizona 
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Science Foundation Arizona 

Southern Arizona Leadership Council 
Support Our Schools Arizona  
Stand for Children - Arizona 

Tucson Values Teachers 
Valley of the Sun United Way 

Valley Interfaith Project
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Overview of Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards 

In June 2010, the Arizona State Board of Education adopted a new set of English language arts (speaking, 
listening, reading, writing) and mathematics standards for grades K-12, called Arizona’s College and 
Career Ready Standards.  During the 2012-2013 school year, the Standards are being implemented in 
targeted grades and are expected to be fully implemented in all grades (K-12) next year. 

The implementation of the Standards is critical to supporting education in Arizona.  Together with highly 
trained, well-supported teachers, the Standards will better prepare our students to achieve their 
academic, college and life goals.  They will also allow parents, students and teachers to be on the same 
page and set high expectations together for student learning.  Arizona’s College and Career Ready 
Standards include a significant focus on developing deep knowledge, conceptual understanding, critical 
thinking and problem solving skills. 
 
The Standards are part of a larger initiative, led by states to ensure students graduate from high school 
ready to pursue advanced education or training.  States worked together to develop the Standards and 
to date 46 states and the District of Columbia are working to implement them along with new 
assessments that will be consistent across states, including Arizona.   
 
A diverse group of teachers, content experts, parents, and school administrators - including some of 
Arizona’s best and brightest leaders – worked together to create the Standards.  Arizona educators 
continue to be actively engaged in providing input and feedback to the development of shared 
resources, guidance documents and support systems.  The Standards are internationally benchmarked 
to countries with top-notch education programs, to ensure our future generations are well prepared to 
compete in the global marketplace. 
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Key Messaging 
 
The following messaging was developed to help educators and community leaders communicate about 
the implementation of Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards.  Included are an elevator speech 
and talking points with general messaging that conveys what the Standards are, how they were 
developed, and why they will be a positive change for Arizona students. The messaging includes 
language that has been tested to ensure that it resonates with Arizonans.   
 
Additional message points for parents, students, business leaders, and educators are also included in this 
Toolkit beginning on page 8.   
 
Although listed as talking points below, the messaging in this Toolkit may be used for any type of 
communication about the Standards, including presentations, newsletters to parents, web sites, social 
media, or other communications vehicles.   

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Official Name 
Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards 
 
Tag Line 
Preparing Arizona students for college, career, and life 
 
Elevator Speech  

1. Arizona is raising the bar to ensure that all students receive a world-class education.  
2. Across the state, we are implementing new academic standards in English language arts and 

math in grades K-12, called Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards, that will ensure our 
students have the academic knowledge and skills they need to be successful in college, career, 
and life. 

3. The Standards will not only improve what students learn, but how they learn by teaching 
critical-thinking, problem solving, and effective communication skills.  

4. Together with highly trained, well-supported teachers, the Standards will better prepare our 
students to achieve in K-12 and beyond.  
 

Talking Points 
Arizona is raising the bar to ensure that all students receive a world-class education. 
 

 The world has changed. Today’s and tomorrow’s careers value postsecondary education and 
training more than ever. Arizonans without the knowledge and skills needed will likely struggle 
to find good jobs in the future.  

 Right now in Arizona, far too few students graduate from high school prepared to be successful 
in college or career.  
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 It’s time we work together to build a world-class education that will support all students in 
Arizona so that they have all options and opportunities available after high school. 
 

Across the state, we are implementing new academic standards in English language arts and math in 
grades K-12, called Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards, to ensure our students have the 
academic knowledge and skills they need to be successful in college, career, and life. 
 

 A diverse group of teachers, subject matter experts, parents, and school administrators - 
including some of Arizona’s best and brightest leaders – worked together to create the 
Standards that reflect both our aspirations for our children and the realities of the classroom. 

 The Standards were also benchmarked against countries with top-notch education programs to 
ensure our future generations are ready to compete in the global marketplace.  

 The standards are a part of a larger initiative, led by states to raise the bar to ensure students 
are prepared for college and career.  States worked together to develop the Standards and to 
date 46 including the District of Columbia are working to implement these Standards and 
develop assessments that will be consistent across states, including Arizona.  

 Consistent and rigorous standards and assessments will allow schools, districts and states, to 
monitor student performance in a way that is not possible now.  

 These Standards ensure that if students move, their new school will be able to assess their 
abilities and know what support to provide. 
 

The Standards will not only improve what students learn, but how they learn by teaching critical-
thinking, problem solving, and effective communication skills. 
 

 The Standards are relevant to the real world and reflect the academic knowledge and skills our 
students need to be successful in college and career.  

 The Standards and assessments will place more emphasis on real learning and understanding of 
materials, not just basic memorization and test-taking skills.  

 The Standards will help prepare our students today with the knowledge and skills they will need 
to thrive in a world of tomorrow.  

 
Together with highly trained, well-supported teachers, the Standards will better prepare our students 
to achieve in K-12 and beyond.  
 

 The Standards will give teachers more time to go in depth in their subjects, provide clear and 
consistent learning targets, and mitigate challenges with student mobility.  

 The Standards and assessments will provide the framework for what students will learn but do 
not prescribe a curriculum, textbook, or instructional materials; instead, these decisions will be 
made at the local level. 

 The Standards will allow parents, students, and teachers to be on the same page and set high 
expectations together for student learning. 

 The implementation of the Standards is an important step to improve education in Arizona. 
These Standards are one part of the larger solution and are important in providing the necessary 
foundation for building college and career readiness for all Arizona students.  

 It will take the commitment of parents, educators, and business and community leaders over 
time to ensure the Standards and assessments are implemented effectively. Together, we must 
stay the course and remain committed to ensure Arizona’s kids are successful in college, career 
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and life. 
 

The Facts: Why Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards are Important  
 

 85% of high growth-high wage jobs in Arizona will require some form of postsecondary 
education,1 while only 34% of Arizona’s working adults hold an associate’s degree or greater.2  

 23% of Arizona’s students do not graduate from high school on time.3 Of those who do, many 
are not prepared for college. Less than half of high school graduates qualify for admission into 
Arizona’s public universities4 and 59% of students in community college enroll in remedial 
classes.5  

 42% of employers surveyed report that they newly-hired high school graduates are deficient in 
writing (72%), math (53%), and reading (38%).6 

 Many businesses will not relocate to Arizona due to the inadequate supply of a well-educated, 
incoming workforce, meaning fewer opportunities for our future generations. 

 
 
 

  

                                                        
1 From Education to Work: Is Arizona Prepared? The Alignment Project Report. Public Works. 2006. 
http://www.helios.org/uploads/docs/AZAlignmentReport_Final.pdf  
2
 Lumina Foundation. 2012http://www.luminafoundation.org/1_no_parent_nav_bar_fix/state_work/arizona/ 

3
 2012 Four Year Grad Rate Data. Arizona Department of Education. 2012. http://www.azed.gov/research-evaluation/graduation-rates/  

4
 2009 Arizona High School Eligibility Study. Arizona Board of Regents. 2009.  

5
 Complete College America. http://www.completecollege.org/docs/Arizona_remediation.pdf  

6
 Are They Really Ready to Work? Partnership for 21

st
 Century Skills. 2006. http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/FINAL_REPORT_PDF09-29-06.pdf 

http://www.helios.org/uploads/docs/AZAlignmentReport_Final.pdf
http://www.luminafoundation.org/1_no_parent_nav_bar_fix/state_work/arizona/
http://www.azed.gov/research-evaluation/graduation-rates/
http://www.completecollege.org/docs/Arizona_remediation.pdf
http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/FINAL_REPORT_PDF09-29-06.pdf
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Specific Messages  
 
The following includes additional messages that have been developed to help you communicate with 
parents, students, educators and business leaders about Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards.  
This language is meant to be used in addition to the general messaging found on page 5 of this Toolkit. 
General tips on what to communicate and how to communicate information to these groups is also 
included.  

 

Parents and Families 
 
Arizona is working to implement new standards in English language arts and in mathematics, called 
Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards that will ensure your child has the academic knowledge 
and skills to be successful in college, career and life.  Academic standards set the expectation for what 
students need to know and be able to do in each grade and subject.  They form the foundation of what 
teachers teach and students learn in the classroom.   
 
The new Standards are important because they will not only improve what your child learns, but how he 
learns by teaching critical-thinking, problem solving, and effective communication skills.  They will also 
better prepare your child to compete for the jobs of the future with students from around the world. 
 
The new Standards and future assessments will also be consistent across states, which means that as 
families move to a new state or to a new school district, their teachers will be able to better assess your 
child’s abilities and know where he may need support in a way that is not possible now.  
 
Greater Opportunities for Parent & Family Engagement 
The Standards also allow parents, students and teachers to be on the same page about student learning 
and to set high expectations together. When you know what your child will be learning in the classroom, 
you and your child’s teacher can identify when your child needs extra help or need to be challenged 
more. 
 
As parents, you can play an instrumental role in supporting your child’s learning at home and at school.  
 
Supporting Learning at Home  
Parents can support your child’s learning at home by: 

 Setting and keeping high expectations and supporting your child in meeting them. 

 Making education your top priority at home. 

 Talking every day about what your child learned in class. Ask probing questions so your child can 
tell you why each topic is interesting or important. 

 Providing a quiet environment at home so your child can complete his homework. 

 Making sure your child spends time reading every day.  
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Supporting Learning at School – Building Stronger Parent-Teacher Relationships 
As parents, your partnership with your child’s teacher is a critical element in your child’s academic 
success. At school, you can use the implementation of the Standards as an opportunity to create a 
strong relationship with your child’s teacher to have ongoing conversations about your child’s progress. 
 
Important in these conversations is to dialogue about how your child is doing, not just at parent-teacher 
conferences or on curriculum nights, but year-round.   
 
 You can use the following questions to help kick-start the conversation:  

 What are the most important topics my child will be learning this year? 

 Can I see a sample of my child’s work? Is this piece of work satisfactory? How could it be better? 

 Is my child on track to be successful in this class, prepared for next year and for college and 
career? 

 What resources are available if my child needs help or wants to learn more about a subject? 
(Source: National PTA) 

 
Tips for Communicating with Parents and Families  
 

 Be positive and encouraging.  

 Focus on the benefits to students. 

 Communicate your school and district’s plans to implement the Standards, so parents can 
understand the bigger picture. 

 Empower parents to know what is happening in the classroom so they can help reinforce 
learning at home. 

 Avoid using jargon that only educators might understand. 

 Enable teachers and other parents to be the messengers of the Standards; they are the most 
trusted communicators to parents.  

 
 

Business Leaders 
 

Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards will help strengthen Arizona’s economy 

 College- and career-ready standards are critical to the business community because they were 
designed to prepare students for the jobs of tomorrow. 

 Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards and tests are critical to Arizona’s economic 
development because they were designed to give all students today the knowledge and skills 
they will need to be prepared for the careers of tomorrow, including the ability to communicate 
effectively, work in groups, apply math in real-world situations, read and analyze both literature 
and informational text, construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others, and 
preserver in solving problems. 

 The Standards are an important step in building a stronger workforce in Arizona. They will help 
fuel innovation and strengthen the state’s economy. 

 The Standards respond directly to the request from business leaders to have Arizona students 
be better prepared for the jobs of the future.   

 
Our students will rise to the challenge 
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 The Standards will increase the rigor of what Arizona students will learn, but our students will 
rise to the challenge. Data shows that when expectations are higher, students perform better. 

 Our students want us to expect more of them. A recent study has shown that students feel that 
their current work is too easy.  In a study of students that dropped out, students said that they 
would have worked harder if more was demanded of them. 
 

What you can do as a business leader 

 As employers, you can share information with your staff about Arizona’s College and Career 
Ready Standards.   

o Include information in your employee newsletters, on your intranet, or at an upcoming 
staff meeting.   

o Invite local education leaders in to share about the change and how they can get 
involved as a community partner to support students’ learning (e.g. volunteering, 
tutoring, supporting their own children’s education). 

 As business leaders, you can help champion the Standards and support education in your 
community by building relationships with your local schools, sharing information with your 
networks (Rotary Clubs, Chambers of Commerce, etc.), and including information in your 
speaking engagements about the importance of the Standards.   

 
Tips for Communicating with Business Leaders 

 Focus on the economic benefits: 
o By improving education, Arizona will have a stronger workforce.   
o A stronger talent pool will help attract and retain businesses to the state and to your 

community. 

 Focus on the fact that the Standards are internationally benchmarked, which means that our 
students will be prepared to compete for jobs with students from around the world.  

 Communicate how they and their staff can get involved to support education. 
 
 

Students 
 
You deserve a world-class education.  Now, more than ever, your education is important in preparing 
you for life after high school so you can get the job of your dreams.   
 
A high school diploma is no longer enough to get a good job.  Most jobs in Arizona and throughout the 
nation will require some kind of education or training after high school.  This means that in order to land 
a job, almost all of Arizona’s young people will need to go to college or pursue some type of advanced 
training after high school.  
 
What’s more, you will be competing for jobs not just with other students in the US, but from around the 
world, which means that your education is more important now than ever.  
 
Together, your parents, teachers, and state leaders want to help you be ready for college, career and life 
so that you have all options and opportunities available to you when you graduate from high school.  
This is why Arizona is implementing new academic standards, called Arizona’s College and Career Ready 
Standards, over the next few years.   
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These Standards, in English and math, are the foundation for what you will learn in class every day.   
They are different from what you are learning today because they will make your education more 
relevant and are more focused on the skills and knowledge you truly need to be successful in the real-
world. 
 
Talk to your teacher or to your parents to find out when the Standards will be implemented in your 
school.  Feel free to ask your teachers what changes you may see in the classroom and how their 
expectations for you may change.  If you need extra help or if you want to explore a topic further, don’t 
be afraid to ask. 
 
Tips for Communicating with Students 

 Emphasize that these Standards will help make teaching more relevant to their lives, careers, 
and future.  

 Make your conversations personal.  Students prefer a personal, one on one approach for this 
type of information over social media. 

 Be simple, upfront and straightforward about the changes they will experience in the classroom 
and how they will impact students. 

 Acknowledge that students are apprehensive about AIMS. They are concerned about their own 
performance, and their peers as well. 

 Teachers, parents, and older peers (e.g. college-aged students) are the best communicators of 
this change to students.  Students like hearing from peers who they can relate to. 

 Be sure to mention ways that students can help contribute to their own success.  Mention 
resources and supports that students have in order to help them be successful during this 
transition. 

 

Educators 
 
Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards are designed to prepare students with the core academic 
knowledge and skills they need to succeed in post-secondary education and training. What does this 
mean for Arizona educators?  
 
Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards provide teachers with: 
 

 Clear, focused standards that are internationally benchmarked and aligned with college and 
workforce expectations 

 Consistent explanations of what students are expected to learn kindergarten through grade 12 

 Rigorous strategic grade-level goals that provide coherent progressions from grade to grade, 
linking major topics of study   

 A focus on developing students’ critical thinking, problem solving and real world application of 
skills through effective instructional strategies 

 A foundation for working collaboratively across content disciplines, schools, districts, and states 
sharing resources and expertise, to create curricular tools and professional development.  

 
Tips for Communicating with Educators  

 Offer opportunities for teachers to learn more about the Standards. Most teachers are 
interested in learning more in depth information about them.  
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 Communicate how the Standards are a part of your school or district’s larger plans to help your 
students be prepared for college and career. 

 Focus on the benefit to teachers, including that they allow teachers time to go into more depth 
in their subjects, provide clear and concise learning targets, mitigate challenges with student 
mobility, and are common and consistent across states. 

 Focus on the instructional shifts and the changes in practice that will be needed to implement 
the Standards successfully in the classroom. 

 Empower educators to be the lead communicators about the Standards to parents and families.   
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Template Letter for School Leaders to Send to Parents 
 

This letter was prepared as a tool for school leaders to use to communicate with parents and families in 
their communities. School leaders are welcome to use the content of the letter in full or in part and may 
edit the letter as needed. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
[Date] 
 
 
Dear Parents and Families:  
 
Greetings!  I am reaching out with some important news about how Arizona is raising the bar to help all 
students receive a world-class education.  Across the state we are implementing new academic 
standards in English language arts and math in grades K-12, called Arizona’s College and Career Ready 
Standards, that will help your child have the academic knowledge and skills they need to be successful 
in college, career, and life. The Standards will not only improve what your child learns, but how he or 
she learns by teaching critical-thinking, problem solving, and effective communication skills.  With your 
support and our partnership, these Standards will better prepare your child to achieve in K-12 and 
beyond. 
 
Why Do We Need New Standards? 
The world has changed. Employers expect more today than they did in the past from their employees. 
They expect to hire staff with some type of education or advanced training beyond high school. In fact, 
85% of high growth-high wage jobs in Arizona will require it by 2013. Employers are also expecting to 
hire employees who have the skills to help their companies compete in the global marketplace and keep 
up with rapidly changing technology. Today’s employers need their staff to be able to acquire new skills 
quickly, work with less supervision and identify sophisticated problems and make crucial decisions.  
 
Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards will help prepare your child to be successful with these 
skills.  The new Standards are more relevant to the real world and reflect the academic knowledge and 
skills that your child will need to be successful in college and career.  
 
How Were These Standards Developed?  
The Standards are a part of a larger initiative, led by a coalition of states to raise the bar to ensure 
students are prepared for college and career.  States worked together to develop the Standards and to 
date, 46 states and the District of Columbia are working to implement them and develop assessments 
that will be consistent across states. A diverse group of teachers, subject matter experts, parents, and 
school administrators - including some of Arizona’s best and brightest leaders – worked together to 
create the Standards that reflect both our aspirations for our children and the realities of the classroom.  
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The Standards were also benchmarked against countries with top-notch education programs, to ensure 
our future generations are ready to compete in the global marketplace.  
 
How Does this Impact You and How Can You Play a Role? 
By having the same common, consistent and rigorous standards and assessment across states, parents, 
schools, districts and states will be able to see how well a is performing in a way that is not possible 
now. This will ensure our students successfully meet the necessary goals and remain competitive.  The 
Standards will smooth the transition of a family move by enabling your child’s new school to assess a 
student’s abilities and determine where they need support using the same set of common standards.  
 
The Standards will also allow parents, students and teachers to be on the same page and set high 
expectations together for student learning. As a parent, this is a great opportunity for you to support 
your child’s learning at home and in school.  At home, you can play an important role in setting high 
expectations and supporting your child’s achievements in learning.  At school, you can create a strong 
working relationship with your child’s teacher by having ongoing conversations about your child’s 
progress. 
 
We are on track to implementing these Standards, and working hard to make sure our students 
transition successfully.  Your support is critical.  If you have any questions at all, please feel free to 
contact me.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
[Name] 
[Title] 
[Contact Information] 
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Resources 
 

Educators:  
The Arizona Department of Education: www.azed.gov/  

o Review information about Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards - 
Participate in upcoming webinars to find out more about the Standards.  

o Professional Development - Find out about opportunities for professional 
development and training.   

The Teaching Channel: https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos?categories=topics_common-core 
The Teaching Channel provides more than 100 free videos related to instruction. 
 
Student Achievement Partners: http://www.achievethecore.org/steal-these-tools/professional-
development-modules  
Student Achievement Partners, a nonprofit founded by three of the contributing authors of the 
Standards, has created Professional Development Modules to support educators in implementing the 
Standards. 
 
ASCD – EduCore: http://educore.ascd.org/ 
ASCD launched EduCore to support teachers in teaching the new standards.  They have also created and 
compiled a number of resources about the Standards, including online professional development 
resources that can be accessed here: http://www.ascd.org/common-core-state-standards/common-
core.aspx 
 
Tools for the Standards: http://commoncoretools.me/ 
This blog provides readers with important and usable information on the standards in math. The blog is 
written by a team that includes Arizona’s own Dr. Bill McCallum, who served as the Lead Math 
Coordinator for the development of the Standards. 
 
New York City Department of Education:  
http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/CommonCoreLibrary/default.htm 
This site provides resources for professional development in support of the Standards on instructional 
shifts, alignment, and instructional supports. 

 
Achieve - Career Technical Education: http://www.achieve.org/ccss-cte-classroom-tasks and 
http://www.achieve.org/ccss-cte-workshop-planning-tools  
Visit the links above for ideas on how CTE can be integrated into the Standards and to learn more about 
hosting a workshop to discuss their alignment.     
 

http://www.azed.gov/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos?categories=topics_common-core
http://www.achievethecore.org/steal-these-tools/professional-development-modules
http://www.achievethecore.org/steal-these-tools/professional-development-modules
http://educore.ascd.org/
http://www.ascd.org/common-core-state-standards/common-core.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/common-core-state-standards/common-core.aspx
http://commoncoretools.me/
http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/CommonCoreLibrary/default.htm
http://www.achieve.org/ccss-cte-classroom-tasks
http://www.achieve.org/ccss-cte-workshop-planning-tools
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Council of Chief State School Officers - Special Education: 
http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Digital_Resources/April_10_EAG_Webinar.html 
The Council of Chief State School Officers developed a webinar on language arts instructional strategies 
for special education teachers. 
 
National Association of Secondary School Principals - Principals: 
http://www.nassp.org/KnowledgeCenter/TopicsofInterest/CommonCoreStateStandards.aspx 
This site offers webinars, articles, and videos for principals and school leaders on the Standards 
 
Arizona School Boards Association - School Boards: 
http://www.azsba.org/docs/ASBA_Are_You_Ready_for_the_Common_Core.pdf 
The Arizona School Boards Association has created a two page overview for school board members to 
learn more about the Standards  
 

Parents and Families 
 
Arizona Ready: http://www.arizonaready.com/ 
Arizona Ready is the Governor's Education Reform Plan, which is based on recommendations from 
leaders in various sectors. The Plan establishes four measureable goals for Arizona, and the Governor's 
Office of Education Innovation was created to ensure we meet those goals. This website was created as 
a tool for Arizonans to stay informed on the plan and includes the Arizona Ready Education Report Card, 
which is tracking our progress. 
 
Expect More Arizona - Academic Milestones: 
http://www.expectmorearizona.org/resources/parents/parentmaterials/     
These documents provide a high level overview of the key academic skills children will learn in each 

grade, based on Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards.  The resource also includes activities that 

parents can do at home with their children. Available in English and Spanish. 

 
National PTA - Parents’ Guide to Student Success: http://www.pta.org/4446.htm 
These guides were created to help parents understand the key concepts in each grade that their 
children will be learning as the Standards are implemented.  Available in English and Spanish for grades 
K-high school. 
 
Council of Great City Schools - Parent Roadmaps to the Standards: 
http://cgcs.schoolwires.net/domain/36 
These roadmaps offer guidance to parents about what their children will be learning and how they can 
support that learning, in grades K-8. 
 

Business Leaders 
 
Achieve: http://www.achieve.org/business 
This web site provides resources for business leaders to better understand the Standards and the 
importance of college and career readiness. 
 

Let’s Solve This: http://letssolvethis.com/ 
A campaign developed to support the implementation of the Standards. 

http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Digital_Resources/April_10_EAG_Webinar.html
http://www.nassp.org/KnowledgeCenter/TopicsofInterest/CommonCoreStateStandards.aspx
http://www.azsba.org/docs/ASBA_Are_You_Ready_for_the_Common_Core.pdf
http://www.arizonaready.com/
http://www.expectmorearizona.org/resources/parents/parentmaterials/
http://www.pta.org/4446.htm
http://cgcs.schoolwires.net/domain/36
http://www.achieve.org/business
http://letssolvethis.com/
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Other Resources 
 
Common Core State Standards Initiative: www.corestandards.org   
This web site includes information about the development and adoption of the Standards in 46 states 
and in the District of Columbia.  
 
Achieve – Achieving the Common Core: http://achieve.org/achieving-common-core 
This web site includes fact sheets, general PowerPoint presentation, information about public polling 
and message testing, resources for instructional support, and many other resources that support the 
Standards.  
 
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers: http://www.parcconline.org/  
Arizona is part of a consortium of 23 states that are working to develop next generation K-12 
assessments to measure student progress in meeting the new Standards.  Arizona is a governing state 
within the consortium.  
 
Council of Chief State School Officers – Implementation Tools and Resources: 
http://www.ccsso.org/documents/2012/common_core_resources.pdf 
This comprehensive list of includes resources for state and district leaders; information to connect CTE, 
students with disabilities and English language learners to the Standards; and resources specific to the 
content of the Standards.   
 
Videos: http://www.youtube.com/user/TheHuntInstitute/videos 
The Hunt Institute and the Council of Chief State School Officers has created a number of videos 
explaining the Standards. Many of the videos include key experts who contributed to writing the 
Standards, including Arizona’s own Dr. Bill McCallum. 
 

 
Resources from Other States 
 
Tennessee: http://www.tncore.org/ 
 
New Mexico:  http://newmexicocommoncore.org/ 
 
Arkansas:  http://www.commoncorearkansas.org/ 
 
New York:   

o Bringing the Common Core to Life (videos) - http://usny.nysed.gov/rttt/resources/bringing-
the-common-core-to-life.html 

o Teaching and Learning Resources - http://engageny.org/ 
 
Ohio: 
http://education.ohio.gov/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?Page=3&TopicRelationID=1695&
Content=129780#.UD_9vdYiaSo 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/
http://achieve.org/achieving-common-core
http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.ccsso.org/documents/2012/common_core_resources.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/user/TheHuntInstitute/videos
https://ch1prd0510.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=lPY3apZALEOJutgn_admi5udYlltVM8IPtW4XEVADUiSwZaGegrzwSqr7xVA9QVhiBdVy8XNEs8.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tncore.org%2f
http://newmexicocommoncore.org/
http://www.commoncorearkansas.org/
http://usny.nysed.gov/rttt/resources/bringing-the-common-core-to-life.html
http://usny.nysed.gov/rttt/resources/bringing-the-common-core-to-life.html
http://engageny.org/
http://education.ohio.gov/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?Page=3&TopicRelationID=1695&Content=129780#.UD_9vdYiaSo
http://education.ohio.gov/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?Page=3&TopicRelationID=1695&Content=129780#.UD_9vdYiaSo

