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Universal Design for Learning Considerations
1st Grade Sample Lesson:  Little Bear by Else Holmelund Minarik 
The goal of using Arizona’s Common Core Standards (ACCS) is to provide the highest academic standards to all of our students. Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a set of principles that provides teachers with a structure to develop their instruction to meet the needs of a diversity of learners. UDL is a research-based framework that suggests each student learns in a unique manner.
A one-size-fits-all approach is not effective to meet the diverse range of learners in our schools. By creating options for how instruction is presented, how students express their ideas, and how teachers can engage students in their learning, instruction can be customized and adjusted to meet individual student needs. In this manner, we can support our students to succeed with the ACCS.
Below are some ideas of how this ACCS lesson/unit is aligned with the three principles of UDL; providing options in representation, action/expression, and engagement. As UDL calls for multiple options, the possible list is endless. Please use this as a starting point. Think about your own group of students and assess whether these are options you can use.
REPRESENTATION: The “what” of learning. How does the task present information and content in different ways? How students gather facts and categorize what they see, hear, and read. How are they identifying letters, words, or an author's style?
In this lesson, teachers can…
	Provide options for comprehension by offering ways of customizing the display of information, guide information processing, visualization and manipulation. 


ACTION/EXPRESSION: The “how” of learning. How does the task differentiate the ways that students can express what they know? How do they plan and perform tasks? How do students organize and express their ideas?
In this lesson, teachers can…
	Build fluencies with graduated levels of support for practice and performance and enhance capacity for monitoring progress. 


ENGAGEMENT: The “why” of learning. How does the task stimulate interest and motivation for learning? How do students get engaged? How are they challenged, excited, or interested?
In this lesson, teachers can…
	Facilitate personal coping skills and strategies that foster collaboration and community. 


(NYC Department of Education, 2011)
(CAST, Inc.; Tremaine Foundation, 2012)
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Visit the National Center on Universal Design for Learning (UDL) for more information.
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[bookmark: _Toc353533391]Sample 1st Grade Lesson: Little Bear Character Study
Grade:	1st Grade	Subject:  Reading/Literacy		Date/Length: 10-12 days 
Unit: Readers Build Good Habits through Meeting the Characters in Our Books
[bookmark: _Toc353533392]Selected Text (complexity description)
Text: Little Bear by Else Holmelund Minarik is of appropriate text complexity for 1st grade and is an Exemplar text in Appendix B.
Text Complexity: Complex as defined in Appendix B (Exemplar) (National Governors Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center); Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO), 2011)
[bookmark: _Toc353533393]Arizona’s Common Core Standards (ACCS) Alignment – 1st Grade
	1.RL.7
	Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.

	1.W.2
	Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.

	1.W.3
	Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure.

	1.RF.4
	Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
a. Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.
b. Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings.
c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.

	1.SL.4
	Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly.

	1.L.2
	Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
a. Capitalize dates and names of people.
b. Use end punctuation for sentences.
c. Use commas in dates and to separate single words in a series.
d. Use conventional spelling for words with common spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular words.
e. Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic awareness and spelling conventions.


Desired Results
	Lesson Outcomes/Purpose: 
As a result of this lesson, students will be able to:
	· Use illustrations and details to describe the characters in reading, speaking and writing.

	Understandings: 
How will the students’ understanding of the lesson outcome be determined? As a result of this lesson, students will know/understand: 
	· Illustrations in a story can describe the characters.
· Details in a story describe characters.
· How to describe characters with relevant details by expressing ideas and feelings clearly.
· How to write a narrative using sequence of events with details and using temporal words and some sense of closure.
· How to capitalize names of people, use end punctuation and spell untaught words phonetically.


Aligned Assessment Evidence
	Pre-assessment: 
What are the pre-requisite skills that are needed to access the content of this lesson?
	· Students need to be able read fluently at the high end of the text complexity grade band (K-1) and be able to write multiples sentences.

	Formative Assessment: 
How will students be expected to demonstrate mastery of lesson outcomes during in-class checks for understanding? (e.g.: student self-assessment, embedded assessments, checking for understanding, question, homework, etc.)
	· Note taking using a graphic organizer (character wheel) will be a formative assessment throughout the lesson (see rubric ).
· Oral description of characters with relevant details while expressing ideas and feelings clearly (see checklist ).
	




	Summative Assessment
	· The culminating independent writing assignment will be the summative assessment (see rubric ).	
	



	
[bookmark: _Toc353533396]Learning Plan




(Include a brief summary of how the shifts of building knowledge through content rich non-fiction; reading, writing and speaking grounded in evidence from text; and regular practice with complex text and academic language are addressed within the learning activities.)

This lesson will require students to use the text to read closely, engage in discussion by describing characters with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly, take notes and write a culminating paragraph using evidence from the text.


	[bookmark: _Toc353462275][bookmark: _Toc353533397]Materials Needed:
	· Little Bear Book
· Rubrics
· Checklist
· Graphic Organizer
	

[bookmark: _MON_1431328353]
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	[bookmark: _Toc353533398]Technology Tips:
[image: ]
	· Overhead projector, or laptop/desktop/tablet computer projected to a screen, or a hand-held projected to a screen with either a projector or document camera. 
· You tube clip “Good Night Little Bear”:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=snbCANgpkGE
· If the school blocks You Tube, it is suggested to download the video from another place such as your home or a place with wi-fi capabilities.

	[bookmark: _Toc353462277][bookmark: _Toc353533399]Academic Vocabulary: 
(Tier 2 vocabulary words essential for students to comprehend the text and build knowledge that can be applied to future text)
	· Something 
· Goodness 
· Birthday
· Forget 
· Helmet
	· Feathers
· Plop
· Climbed
· Earth
· Fooling
	· Wishing
· Viking
· China
· Chopsticks
· Castle

	Teaching and Learning Activities:

	[bookmark: _Toc353462279][bookmark: _Toc353533401][bookmark: _Toc357600740][bookmark: _Toc357683115]Activity/Task
	What will the teacher be doing?
	What will the students be doing? How will students be actively engaged in each part of the lesson?

	[bookmark: _Toc353462280]Good Night Little Bear Video
(Gaining Student Interest)
[image: ]

	· Teacher shows YouTube video to students in one minute increments.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=snbCANgpkGE
· Teacher shows the clip again and then models for the students how to talk about what is happening and describes his character.
· Teacher asks the students to try to do it on their own with a partner.
	· Students watch quietly with the purpose of looking at the character traits of Little Bear.
· Students pay attention to what the teacher is modeling.
· Students turn to a partner while the clip is playing and practice describing the character and what is happening in the clip to their partner.



	Activity/Task
	What will the teacher be doing?
	What will the students be doing? How will students be actively engaged in each part of the lesson?

	[bookmark: _Toc353462281]Reading
	· Teacher looks at illustrations in the first chapter “What will Little Bear Wear?”
· Teacher will do a think aloud describing character using illustrations only. 
· Teacher will model describe the characters using illustration by using the graphic organizer. 
	· Students fill in the graphic organizer as the teacher models.
· Students will describe the character using illustration, expressing ideas and feelings clearly.

	Reading
	· Teacher and students look at the illustrations in the second chapter “Birthday Soup.”
· Teacher records student descriptions on a character wheel graphic organizer.
	· Students fill in the graphic organizer with a partner/group.
· Students will describe the character using illustrations, expressing ideas and feelings clearly.

	Reading

	· Teacher monitors student progress.
· Teacher will collect and grade student’s independently completed organizers. (Teacher returns organizer before writing narratives.)
· Re-teaching for those who have not mastered describing characters will complete guided activity using chapter four, “Little Bear’s Wish.”
	· Students independently look at the illustrations in the third chapter “Little Bear Goes to the Moon.”
· Students fill in the graphic organizer by describing the character traits of Little Bear.
· Students will describe the character using illustrations only, expressing ideas and feelings clearly.

	Reading

	· Teacher allows students to read the first chapter independently (productive struggle) before reading aloud.
· Teacher reads aloud the first chapter “What will Little Bear Wear?”
· Teacher will do a think aloud describing character using relevant story details. 
· Teacher will model describe the characters using relevant details by using the graphic organizer.
	· Students will read independently with the purpose of looking for character traits.
· Students fill in the graphic organizer as the teacher models.
· Students will describe the character using relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly.

	Activity/Task
	What will the teacher be doing?
	What will the students be doing? How will students be actively engaged in each part of the lesson?

	Reading
	· Teacher and students read aloud the second chapter “Birthday Soup.”
· Teacher records student descriptions on a character wheel graphic organizer.
	· Students fill in the graphic organizer with a partner/group.
· Students will describe the character using relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly.

	
Reading
	· Teacher monitors student progress.
· Teacher will collect and grade student’s independently completed organizers. (Teacher returns organizer before writing narratives.)
· Re-teaching for those who have not mastered describing characters will complete guided activity using chapter four, “Little Bear’s Wish.”
	· Students independently read the third chapter “Little Bear Goes to the Moon.”
· Students fill in the graphic organizer by describing the character traits of Little Bear.
· Students will describe the character using relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly.

	[bookmark: _Toc353462282]Writing
	· Teacher models writing a descriptive informative/explanatory using the organizer from the first chapter.
	· Students copy the teacher-modeled informative/explanatory paragraph.

	Writing
	· Teacher monitors progress and provides guidance.
	· With a partner/group, students write an informative/explanatory paragraph describing Little Bear using the completed organizer for chapter two.

	Writing
	· Teacher monitors progress.
· Teacher collects independently completed informative/explanatory paragraph, narrative paragraph, and organizer to grade.
	· Independently, students write an informative/explanatory paragraph describing Little Bear using the completed organizer for chapter three.
· Culminating Activity: 
Students will create their own narrative about Little Bear making sure to include detailed character descriptions.




	Instructional Supports:
	
	

	[bookmark: _Toc353462284]Supports for Learners:
(How will this unit make special considerations for ELL and SPED students?)

	· Use illustrations for completion of organizer.
· Allowing use of nonlinguistic representation of character description for writing task and comprehension assistance
· Scaffolding is provided by teacher modeling as well as opportunities for teachers to practice in small groups, with a partner, and individually
· Structured Oral Discussion Tasks
· Use of videos to enhance relevance, value, and authenticity
Provision of graphic organizers that provide alternatives for visual information

	[bookmark: _Toc353462285]Closure:  
(How will student questions and reflections be elicited in the summary of the lesson?)
	· Students will share with a partner what they learned about why we look at illustrations and key details to describe characters in a story.
· Teacher evaluates writing and provides specific feedback based on rubrics.


[bookmark: _Toc353533403]
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Character Wheel Rubric

		

		Using Illustrations to Describe a Character

		

		Using Details in a Story to Describe a Character



		

3



		

Student uses illustrations to describe many characteristics of a character.

		

3



		

Student uses details in a story to describe many characteristics of a character.



		

2



		

Student uses illustrations to describe some characteristics of a character.

		

2



		

Student uses details in a story to describe some characteristics of a character.



		

1



		

Student uses illustrations to describe very few characteristics of a character.

		

1



		

Student uses details in a story to describe very few characteristics of a character.







Character Wheel Rubric

		

		Using Illustrations to Describe a Character

		

		Using Details in a Story to Describe a Character



		

3



		

Student uses illustrations to describe many characteristics of a character.

		

3



		

Student uses details in a story to describe many characteristics of a character.



		

2



		

Student uses illustrations to describe some characteristics of a character.

		

2



		

Student uses details in a story to describe some characteristics of a character.



		

1



		

Student uses illustrations to describe very few characteristics of a character.

		

1



		

Student uses details in a story to describe very few characteristics of a character.
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Oral Character Description Checklist

		





STUDENT NAME

		Describes Character with Relevant Details

		Describes Character Expressing Ideas and Feelings Clearly



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		





*Check off each item when observed.
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Character Narrative Paragraph Rubric.docx
[image: Arizona's Common Core Standards logo]		English Language Arts/Literacy – Rubric for Primary Grade Levels



Character Descriptive Narrative Rubric

		

		3

Most of the Time

		2

Some of the Time

		1

Rarely



		

Narrative recounts two or more sequenced events describing the character’s actions.

		

		

		



		

Narrative includes appropriate details about the character from illustrations.

		



		

		



		

Narrative includes appropriate details about the character from details in the story.

		

		

		



		

Narrative uses temporal words.

		

		

		



		

Narrative provides a sense of closure.

		

		

		



		Narrative includes correct capitals and punctuation 

		

		

		



		

TOTAL SCORE
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Character Wheel Rubric

		

		Using Illustrations to Describe a Character

		

		Using Details in a Story to Describe a Character



		

3



		

Student uses illustrations to describe many characteristics of a character.

		

3



		

Student uses details in a story to describe many characteristics of a character.



		

2



		

Student uses illustrations to describe some characteristics of a character.

		

2



		

Student uses details in a story to describe some characteristics of a character.



		

1



		

Student uses illustrations to describe very few characteristics of a character.

		

1



		

Student uses details in a story to describe very few characteristics of a character.







Character Wheel Rubric

		

		Using Illustrations to Describe a Character

		

		Using Details in a Story to Describe a Character



		

3



		

Student uses illustrations to describe many characteristics of a character.

		

3



		

Student uses details in a story to describe many characteristics of a character.



		

2



		

Student uses illustrations to describe some characteristics of a character.

		

2



		

Student uses details in a story to describe some characteristics of a character.



		

1



		

Student uses illustrations to describe very few characteristics of a character.

		

1



		

Student uses details in a story to describe very few characteristics of a character.
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Character Descriptive Narrative Rubric

		

		3

Most of the Time

		2

Some of the Time

		1

Rarely



		

Narrative recounts two or more sequenced events describing the character’s actions.

		

		

		



		

Narrative includes appropriate details about the character from illustrations.

		



		

		



		

Narrative includes appropriate details about the character from details in the story.

		

		

		



		

Narrative uses temporal words.

		

		

		



		

Narrative provides a sense of closure.

		

		

		



		Narrative includes correct capitals and punctuation 

		

		

		



		

TOTAL SCORE

		










 © 2013 Arizona Department of Education High Academic Standards for Students http://www.azed.gov/azcommoncore/                 	Page 1 of 1

image1.png

(X
x ARIZONA’S

COMMON CORE STANDARDS







Oral Character Description Checklist.docx
[image: Arizona's Common Core Standards logo]		English Language Arts/Literacy – Checklist for Primary Grade Levels

Oral Character Description Checklist

		





STUDENT NAME

		Describes Character with Relevant Details

		Describes Character Expressing Ideas and Feelings Clearly



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		



		

		

		





*Check off each item when observed.
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Character Wheel
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